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The City of Yreka and Siskiyou County Economic Development Council have identified 
the revitalization and reuse of Brownfields as an extremely important mission for the  
long-term health and economic strength of the community.  Brownfields are defined by 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) as, “real property, the  
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or 
potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.” Assessment 
Grants under the USEPA’s Brownfields Program support revitalization efforts by providing 
grant funds to communities to assess potential brownfields properties, engage in cleanup 
planning, conduct area wide planning and community outreach in preparation for reuse, 
and build capacity within local government and community organizations to address 
additional brownfields. The USEPA Brownfields Program is important to the City of Yreka 
because it protects the environment, reduces blight, and takes development pressures off 
green spaces and working lands by providing property owners and potential buyers  
access to grant-funded environmental assessments of properties that may otherwise 
remain unused.
 
The City of Yreka obtained grant funding in 2009 and entered into a Cooperative 
Agreement with the USEPA to conduct Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) of  
brownfields. ESAs consist of Phase I and Phase II assessments. Phase I assessments include 
site visits, review of historic and public documents, and owner/occupant interviews. The 
outcome is a determination by an environmental professional as to whether evidence of 
environmental contaminants exist on the subject property and warrant further  
investigation. Phase II ESAs involve sampling soil and water from the subject property for 
environmental contaminants. These ESAs allow responsible parties to know what types 
of contaminants exist, where they are located, and typically what steps are necessary to 
clean up the site.  They are essential steps toward understanding, cleaning up, and  
reinvesting in brownfield properties.

FOREWORD
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Partnering with the USEPA on the Brownfields program has provided our local community with 
important resources and tools to assess and prepare land for economic development.  The 
program has, in particular, enhanced our local capacity tremendously as we have researched 
properties and developed strategies for redevelopment our staff has become enriched with 
a deep understanding of the local land base and associated potential environmental issues. 
Armed with that unprecedented knowledge we have leveraged several “real-time” investments 
resulting in end-use and measureable ROI for the community.

Along the way, we have gained incredible experience working with environmental consultants, 
property owners, and regulatory agencies. Although the learning curve was pretty steep for 
us, we will be forever improved as a result. And our network of allies and resources has been 
expanded beyond our expectations. We set out to complete as much of the work possible  
in-house, knowing full-well that we would sacrifice efficiency but felt the knowledge and  
capacity gained on the ground would be well worth it. Indeed, both SCEDC staff and City staff 
are much more prepared to continue efforts to inventory, assess, and prepare properties for the 
betterment of the community and our local economic base.
 
As we come to the end of our first assessment grant, we are inspired by the potential  
opportunities. Indeed, today we have even more properties queued up for assessment.  
We are looking forward seriously at the other tools in the brownfields program to continue our 
work.
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The Siskiyou County Economic Development Council (SCEDC) was responsible for  
administering the Yreka Brownfield Assessment Grant on behalf of the City. The SCEDC’s 
mission is to lead an economic development team to retain, grow, and attract business 
within Siskiyou County.  The long-term vision of the organization is to continue to  
leverage the county’s natural resources, strengthen leadership with emphasis on building 
partnerships and collaboration, and streamline business development.
 
Headed by a board of talented community leaders and supported by a staff of trained 
professionals,the SCEDC prides itself on having a long-established track record of  
working actively to promote economic development. In close cooperation with a number 
of partners on a local, state, and federal level, the SCEDC implements a full range of 
services to retain and expand key business sectors. Services include:
 

• Business consulting and policy advocacy
• Helping communities prepare for land and infrastructure development
• Actively supporting the growth and innovation in key sectors of the local economy
• Coordinating and developing tourism programs
• Providing grant administration to bring targeted revenue into the community

 
The SCEDC Vision 2020 calls for 1) the leveraging of the county’s natural resources, 
agriculture and recreational strengths, and unique location, 2) strengthening leadership 
within the county, with a particular emphasis on building partnerships and collaboration, 
and 3) streamlining the process required to attract, retain, and support businesses.

SCEDC
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On the southeast portion of the former Hi-Ridge Lumber Complex, located at 229 N. Phillipe Lane, sits 
the Phillipe Lane Industrial Park. Significant resources were invested into this parcel of land for two Phase 
I ESAs and one Phase II ESA. In June of 2013, the SCEDC was contacted by Fruit Growers Supply  
Company (FGS), who remains interested in redeveloping the property and was in need of assistance 
with due diligence work. The SCEDC facilitated an update to the Phase I ESA for the buyer. As of  
October 1, 2013, the property is in escrow.
 
The southwestern portion of the former Hi-Ridge Lumber Company Complex (APN 053-681-060) is 
also in escrow with FGS, the same buyer interested in purchasing the property located at 229 N. Philipe 
Lane. A Phase I ESA was initiated in June of 2013 and completed in September of 2013. These Phase 
I ESAs provided FGS the necessary assurances to proceed with purchasing these properties. When 
redeveloped, the proposed industrial use will constitute and investment of $30 million in the community 
and employ 30 to 40 people. 

YREkA CREEk GREENWAY PROJECT
Three Phase I ESAs covering portions of 11 different parcels stretching from the northern to the southern 
end of Yreka along the Yreka Creek were facilitated by the SCEDC. Phase I activity represents the first 
step toward addressing uncertainty regarding potential contaminants on these parcels. The City of Yreka 
and the Yreka Creek Greenway Committee have laid the groundwork for the creation of a Greenway 
park and trails area along the creek, restoring natural habitat, building trails and benches, and  
addressing drainage. When complete, benefits of the Yreka Creek Greenway project will include access 
for bicycle and foot traffic, increased tourism activity to the community, educational opportunities, and 
improved floodwater management compliance with State and Federal Regulations.
 
HABITAT FOR HUmANITY
Located at 311 S. main Street, the building served as a service station, Greyhound bus station, and a 
mexican restaurant prior to serving as storage space of office equipment for the past several years. The 
Phase I ESA facilitated by the SCEDC gave Habitat for Humanity the liability protection and thus  
assurance they needed to purchase the property. Habitat for Humanity has and continues to provide 
affordable housing for citizens of need nationwide and their selection of this new location in Yreka will 
support their efforts.  In October of 2013, Habitat for Humanity began repairing the building in  
preparation for establishing a highly visible place of business to better serve the community’s most  
vulnerable populations.  The City of Yreka and SCEDC are pleased that the brownfield program played 
a part in supporting this effort and helping the citizens of the county.

FORmER SISkIYOU COUNTY mAINTENANCE YARD
After having served as the maintenance yard for the County of Siskiyou for over four decades, in 2003 
the County relocated maintenance operations, thus freeing this parcel located at 1455 S. main Street 
for future private use. This highly visible parcel is being considered by a developer who is interested in 
siting a major retailer at the site.  This would represent a capital investment of $5 million and employ 30 
people. Although the site received a No Further Action letter from the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (RWQCB) in August of 2013 after the SCEDC facilitated Phase II work on the parcel, in order for 
the developer to receive liability protection under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,  
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), a Phase I ESA must be conducted within 180 days prior to 
the close of escrow. In October of 2013 the SCEDC facilitated an update to the Phase I ESA in  
preparation for development.

Over the course of the Yreka Brownfields Assessment Grant (10/1/09 – 10/30/13), the 
City and SCEDC made significant progress on inventorying potential brownfield sites as 
well as conducting Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments supporting the 
reuse of former brownfields sites. The combined efforts of the City and the SCEDC led to 
the successful completion of nine Phase I ESAs and two Phase II ESAs. The City and the 
SCEDC also identified 146 properties within city limits that may require Phase I or Phase 
II assessments in support of future reuse. This is in addition to the 20 properties within the 
city limits that have been identified as clean and requiring no further action.  Finally, the 
SCEDC has identified 20 properties within the city limits that have recognized  
contaminants and will require further assessment and cleanup.
 
The USEPA Brownfields Program has had a tremendous positive impact on the City of 
Yreka from a community perspective, an environmental perspective, and an industry 
perspective.  . Several key partnerships were also developed throughout the course of 
this grant; the City and SCEDC have forged relationships with the USEPA, the California 
Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC), and the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (RWQCB). Networking with these agencies and other jurisdictions while  
addressing potential property contamination assists with building local expertise for the 
effective reuse of brownfield properties.
 
It is worth noting that all properties that received either a Phase I or Phase II ESAs are 
currently in the process of being redeveloped or are already redeveloped. Highlights are 
as follows.

PHILLIPE LANE INDUSTRIAL AREA
The Phillipe Lane Industrial Area consists of three parcels, which are all part of the former Hi-Ridge  
Lumber Company complex. Four Phase I ESAs and one Phase II ESA were conducted on these  
properties in preparation for redevelopment. On the northern portion of the Hi-Ridge complex, located 
at 329 N Phillipe Lane, the SCEDC facilitated a Phase I, which provided the buyer liability protection 
under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) and  
assurance the site was clean of contaminants. Belcampo Butchery subsequently purchased the property, 
constructed a full-service meat processing facility, and commenced operations in October of 2012. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



Belcampo Butchery Ground Breaking



Belcampo Butchery exemplifies the best of 
multijurisdictional economic development 
cooperation. The SCEDC, City of Weed, 
and City of Yreka worked together to site 
this full-service meat procession facility on 
the northern portion of the former Hi-ridge 
Lumber Company complex located at 329 N 
Phillipe Lane. After an unsuccessful search 
for a location in Weed, Kelly McKinnis, City 
of Weed Finance Director, was adamant that 
the investment this USDA approved meat 
processing facility (represented) remain in 
Siskiyou County.  Kelly contacted the City of 
Yreka and the SCEDC in search of a suit-
able location to site Belcampo Butchery.
 
A site was identified, but due to its prior 
use, the buyer needed assurance the site 
was clean of wood treatment chemicals and 
petroleum products potentially left over from 
milling operations prior to making a signifi-
cant capital investment. Through the Yreka 
Brownfields Assessment grant from the 
USEPA, the City of Yreka and the SCEDC 
were able to facilitate a Phase I assessment 
by Lawrence & Associates, an Environmen-
tal Consulting firm, on the former lumber 
mill site. Lawrence & Associates found there 
was no cause to believe contamination 
existed on the site, and development moved 
forward.

Belcampo Butchery, which is owned by 
Belcampo Meat Company and a part of a 
vertically integrated supply chain where 
product is managed in-house from farm to 
fork, broke ground in 2011. With a capital 
investment of $5 mil, this 8,000 square foot 
facility will process all of Belcampo’s meat 
and will also be available to process locally 
raised product for area farmers and ranch-
ers. The Butchery will bring dormant land 
back into the tax base for the local economy, 
provide employment opportunity for 15 
people, provide for local USDA approved 
processing, and potentially spur additional  
development in the surround industrial 
properties.

PHILLIPE LANE INDUSTRIAL AREA

Belcampo Butchery

BELCAMPo BUTCHErY
329 N PHILLIPE LANE

APN    053-681-200
9.5 ACrES 

PHASE I ESA JULY 19, 2011

Belcampo really set the stage for  
future development on Phillipe Lane. Effect on Earnings from 

adding 15 Jobs to 
Food Processing

Initial $652,956 (83.39%) 

Direct $71,680 (9.15%)

Indirect $4,396 (0.56%)

Induced $54,005 (6.90%)

$652,956
Initial

1.00 Multiplier

$71,680
Direct

0.11 Multiplier

$4,396
Indirect

0.01 Multiplier

$54,005
Induced

0.08 Multiplier

Job multipliers utilize local EDD 
information to project the impact 
from wages and increased em-
ployment as the result of certain 
businesses on a local community. 
For example a retail facility might 
directly employ 30 people, but 
those 30 will eat enough food to 
require an additional checker at a 
grocery store and buy enough gas 
to require an additional shift at 
a filling station, etc… By outlin-
ing the multiplier one can better 
estimate the “true” impact on a 
community.
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SoUTHWESTErN PorTIoN oF ForMEr HI-rIDgE LUMBEr CoMPANY 
CoMPLEx

APN    053-681-060
39.0 ACrES 

PHASE I ESA   SEPTEMBEr 12, 2013

HI-RIDGE Complex
PHILLIPE LANE INDUSTRIAL AREA

occupying the southwestern portion of 
former Hi-ridge Lumber Company Complex, 
this parcel also supported milling operations 
for three different lumber companies over a 
45 year period. Site infrastructure and prior 
usage are known to have caused contami-
nation by petroleum products and hazard-
ous materials commonly used in milling 
operations. given its proximity to rail and the 
freeway as well as power, water, and sewer 
infrastructure, this site was also identified as 
a high priority for redevelopment.
 
The SCEDC facilitated a Phase I ESA at the 
request of FgS on this parcel as well. When 
redeveloped, much of this parcel will serve 
as a log deck to support year-round milling 
operations. It is anticipated that FgS will re-
use some of the infrastructure that remains 
after Hi-ridge Lumber Company ceased 
operations. The fire suppression and log-
watering systems are believed to be intact, 
as is the well from which water was drawn. 
FgS will also benefit from rail access on the 
northern boundary of the property.
 

FgS is anticipated to invest over $30 million 
for construction and equipment as they 
return these brownfields sites to reuse. They 
also anticipate the mill will employ 30 to 40 
people. other benefits include utilizing wood 
that is otherwise left in the forest to  
decompose and wood byproducts gener-
ated from milling could be used as inputs for 
paper production and other agricultural and 
nonagricultural applications off site.

 Phillipe Lane Industrial Area is  
critical to the future growth of  

jobs in Yreka

$1,466,668
Initial

1.00 Multiplier

$679,460
Direct

0.46 Multiplier

$2,879
Indirect

0.00 Multiplier

$570,912
Induced

0.39 Multiplier

Initial $1,466,668 (53.92%)

Direct $679,460 (24.98%)

Indirect $2,879 (0.11%)

Induced $570,912 (20.99%)

Effect on Earnings 
from adding 

50 Jobs to Timber

Job multipliers utilize local EDD 
information to project the impact 
from wages and increased em-
ployment as the result of certain 
businesses on a local community. 
For example a retail facility might 
directly employ 30 people, but 
those 30 will eat enough food to 
require an additional checker at a 
grocery store and buy enough gas 
to require an additional shift at 
a filling station, etc… By outlin-
ing the multiplier one can better 
estimate the “true” impact on a 
community.
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The Phillipe Lane Industrial Park occupies 
the eastern portion of the former Hi-ridge  
Lumber Company complex and exemplifies 
a typical brownfield. over approximately a 
45 year period, this site supported milling 
operations for three different lumber  
companies. Prior infrastructure on this site 
included Mill offices, Dry Kilns, Sawmill, 
Planer Mill, Equipment repair Shops, oil 
House, Fuel Storage Tanks, Dipping Tanks, 
and Water Supply Infrastructure to suppress 
potential fires and keep logs wet for milling. 
given the electrical infrastructure, petro-
leum products used in daily operations, and 
other hazardous material used for preserv-
ing wood, this site was contaminated from 
previous use. After closing in the late 1990’s, 
the site has sat vacant with tremendous 
uncertainty as to how to return it to produc-
tive use.
 
The City of Yreka and the SCEDC identified 
this site as a high priority under the Yreka 
Brownfields Assessment grant from the 
USEPA. An initial Phase I ESA was complet-
ed in May of 2011, which identified this site 
as being in need of soil and water sampling 
to be conducted under a Phase II ESA. 
Phase II work was completed in September 
of 2012. Contaminants were detected and a 
mitigation process was identified.
 
In June of 2013, the SCEDC was contacted 
by Fruit growers Supply Company (FgS), 
who is interested in establishing a small log 
milling operation utilizing timber that has  
otherwise been left in the forest due to its 

size. Small logs will be milled and then 
shipped to United Wholesale Lumber Com-
pany, a subsidiary of FgS in Visalia, CA, for  
constructing pallets used for shipping fruit 
for Sunkists. At the request of FgS, the City 
and the SCEDC facilitated an update to the 
existing Phase I ESA to ensure liability pro-
tection under CErCLA. As of october 2013, 
the property was in escrow.

PHILLIPE LANE INDUSTRIAL AREA

Industrial Park

229 NorTH PHILLIPE LANE
APN    053-681-070

28.0 ACrES 
PHASE I ESA   MAY 16, 2011

PHASE II ESA   oCToBEr 26, 2012
PHASE I ESA UPDATE  SEPTEMBEr 12, 2013
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SoUTH rEACH APNs  062-021-160,  
062-051-240, 062-051-260,  
AND 062-051-300
PHASE I ESA   AUgUST 13, 2013

ToTAL ACrEAgE 52.7 

Greenway Project
THE YREKA CREEK

Stemming from conservation-related ballot 
initiatives dating back to the 1998 election 
cycle, voters in 44 states overwhelmingly 
showed support for developing trails, green-
ways, and educational experiences.  These 
initiatives work to preserve  and restore 
natural landscapes for native plant and 
animal species and for human enjoyment. 
Local efforts to invest in this recreational and 
educational project have been led by the 
Yreka Creek greenway Committee, which 
is a group of local citizens that have been 
working together for over 12 years to guide 
and catalyze efforts to bring this project to 
fruition.
 
When complete, the Yreka Creek greenway 
will extend approximately 4.5 miles along 
Yreka and greenhorn creeks.  Yreka Creek 
runs south to north within Yreka City limits 
and greenhorn Creek runs west to east from 
greenhorn Dam into the Yreka Creek. This 
project will culminate in trails that run the 
length of the creek within city limits, where 
efforts will be undertaken to preserve and 
protect native plant and animal life,  
provide interpretative educational opportuni-
ties, and improve floodwater absorption.  

The City of Yreka and the SCEDC worked 
together to conduct three Phase I ESAs on 
11 different parcels of land covering approxi-
mately 58 acres that run along Yreka Creek 
in the northern, central, and southern sec-
tions of Yreka.  These efforts were the first 
step towards using grant funds to acquire 
land, preserve natural habitats, and create 

trails for walking and biking.The project will 
benefit tourism, educational opportunities, 
economic development, non-motorized 
transportation, and floodwater management.  

CENTrAL rEACH APNs  054-211-020
PHASE I ESA   AUgUST 2, 2013
 

NorTH rEACH APNs  053-642-220,  
053-031-020, 053-054-010, 053-043-080,  
053-591-380, AND 053-473-160
PHASE I ESA   SEPTEMBEr 16, 2013
 

Yreka Creek Greenway Project  
exemplifies community participation and  

coordination and will be a  
tremendous benefit for the  

community as a whole.
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Located at 311 S. Main Street, the building 
on this highly visible site was underutilized 
for several years; most recently as storage 
for office equipment.  City records and other 
historical data indicate these parcels and 
the structure erected on them served as an 
auto service station dating back to 1927. 
City records also indicate the site was used 
as a greyhound Bus Depot and Mexican 
restaurant.
 
In May of 2013, Jim griffin, the late Execu-
tive Director for Habitat for Humanity,  
contacted the SCEDC inquiring about ser-
vices under the Yreka Brownfields Assess-
ment grant. Jim indicated that Habitat for 
Humanity was interested in purchasing the 
former service station but was concerned 
about inheriting liability that may arise from 
historic use of the site. At the request of 
Habitat for Humanity, the property owner 
authorized the SCEDC to facilitate a Phase 
I ESA.
 
The Phase I ESA was completed in August 
of 2013, thus providing Habitat for Humanity 
liability protection under CErCLA. 

Habitat for Humanity closed escrow on the 
property shortly thereafter. As of october of 
2013, the building had been emptied and 
preparation for renovating the building and 
establishing Habitat for Humanity’s Siskiyou 
County business office had begun. The City, 

USEPA, and the SCEDC are truly excited to 
support Habitat for Humanity as they return 
this property to use and better serve  
vulnerable populations in Siskiyou County.

Habitat for Humanity

311 S. MAIN STrEET
APN    054-183-110 AND 054-183-120

0.2 ACrES
PHASE I ESA   AUgUST 15, 2013

Taking a blighted building on  
Main Street and turning it into  

a show piece for a worthwhile non profit  
is an excellent outcome for this program.
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Dating back to 1960, this site served as 
the maintenance yard for Siskiyou County. 
There were at least eight buildings con-
structed on the site and other infrastructure 
that supported fueling, vehicle maintenance, 
sign construction, equipment storage, and 
storage for gas, oil, diesel, gravel, and 
asphalt products. In 1987 and in the 1990s, 
underground storage tanks and above 
ground storage tanks for diesel fuel, gas, 
heating oil, and road oil were removed. By 
the time the County moved operations to 
another location in 2003 all buildings and 
support infrastructure had been removed.
 
Although ongoing assessments from 1991 
to 2009 identified petroleum contamination 
in soil and groundwater, at the request of 
the County the SCEDC facilitated a Phase II 
ESA that was completed in october of 2012 
under the Yreka Brownfields Assessment 
grant to prepare for selling the property and 
subsequent redevelopment. The intent was 
to provide the County a better understanding 
of the extent of the contamination and costs 
associated with remediation. In August on 
2013, the County received a letter of No Fur-
ther Action (NFA) from the regional Water 
Quality Control Board, which has regulator 
authority over the site. The letter of NFA 
confirms the County has taken  

acceptable corrective action for removing 
underground storage tanks and addressing 
contamination.
 
The County is currently in negotiations with 
a developer who intends to purchase the 
land and site a large national retailer. The 
SCEDC facilitated a Phase I ESA in october 
of 2013 to provide liability protection under 
CErCLA and ensure the new owner doesn’t 
inherit responsibility for existing contamina-
tion. When complete, the eastern portion  
adjacent to Interstate 5 will be redeveloped 
representing a capital investment of $5 mil in 
the community and employ 30 people.

Maintenance Yard
FORMER SISKIYOU COUNTY

Removing uncertainty on a prime piece of  
commercial real estate on Main Street has  

converted an obvious blight into a  
highly desirable development site.

Effect on Earnings 
from adding 

30 Jobs to Retail

Initial $943,654 (83.09%)

Direct $32,647 (2.87%)

Indirect $1,263 (0.11%)

Induced $158,115 (13.92%)

$943,654
Initial

1.00 Multiplier

$32,647
Direct

0.03 Multiplier

$1,263
Indirect

0.00 Multiplier

$158,115
Induced

0.17 Multiplier

Job multipliers utilize local EDD 
information to project the impact 
from wages and increased em-
ployment as the result of certain 
businesses on a local community. 
For example a retail facility might 
directly employ 30 people, but 
those 30 will eat enough food to 
require an additional checker at a 
grocery store and buy enough gas 
to require an additional shift at 
a filling station, etc… By outlin-
ing the multiplier one can better 
estimate the “true” impact on a 
community.

ForMEr SISKIYoU CoUNTY MAINTENANCE YArD
1455 S. MAIN STrEET

APN    062-011-430
5.0 ACrES 

PHASE II ESA   oCToBEr 12, 2012
PHASE I ESA UPDATE  oCToBEr 4, 2013




