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Dear Stakeholders and Partners, 

This year was a tremendous year of growth and collaboration in Siskiyou. We 
achieved several of our strategic goals such as expanding opportunities in tourism, 
planning Brownfield developments and working with our local community leaders 
to address county-wide projects such as workforce development.

A few notable achievements include:
 
• Working with lodging property owners to launch the Discover Siskiyou 

campaign, promoting Siskiyou as a travel and tourism destination through a 
cohesive brand

• Securing more than $500,000 in funding for Brownfield assessments to support     
economic development in Siskiyou

• Working with the City of Weed to develop South Weed which will result in new 
jobs and private investment 

• Assisting local leaders to develop comprehensive strategies to improve 
workforce

• Providing business development services through the Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC)

This work would not be possible without your support. Your investment in economic 
development means investing in the future of Siskiyou. We look forward to 
continuing our work together to advance opportunities for economic growth in the 
coming year!

2017 IN REVIEW

Mark Klever
President, Siskiyou Economic Development

Director, COS Yreka Campus

Tonya Dowse
Executive Director
Siskiyou Economic Development



Our mission is to facilitate business growth, retention, and attraction to promote community prosperity. We 
accomplish our mission by developing strategies that will result in the constructive, balanced economic 
growth of our region. 

Building Leadership—
Serving as the “first-source” advocate for 
business development, we provide direct 
service to small business, shepherd business 
development projects and pursue business 
sector strategies that make sense for Siskiyou’s 
economy.

Creating Competitive Locations—
Creating competitive locations means 
creating “shovel-ready” sites, identifying and 
promoting marketable sites, and developing 
infrastructure. 

OUR MISSION

OUR STRATEGY

We accomplish this through projects such 
as the Siskiyou Brownfields program and 
enhancement of infrastructure to accommodate electric and alternative fuel vehicles, to name a few.

Connecting Communities—
Through this initiative we seek to provide economic development expertise and coordinate with partners 
to bring resources to outlying areas. 

Find us on these social channels...

http://facebook.com/SiskiyouEDC/
http://twitter.com/SiskiyouEDC/
http://youtube.com/channel/UCAfDZO_LEeqi-7Y81MTbfkA
http://linkedin.com/company/siskiyou-county-economic-development-council


For every $1 invested by our funding partners, 

we have brought in $28 in public and private 

investments back to the communities across Siskiyou. 

BUSINESS CLIENTS
SERVED

138

BUSINESSES
CONTACTED

240+

$6.4M
INVES TED IN
ECONOMY

OUR IMPACT
Siskiyou Economic Development by the numbers



We are your “first-source” advocates for business development in Siskiyou

As your “first source” for business development needs, we provide full-service, hands-on expertise, and 
decision-making data. We advocate for your community as a great place to do business. We build and 
foster collaborative partnerships to improve communities in Siskiyou. This year, we interacted with over 
two hundred businesses.

We continue to work closely with our jurisdiction partners to advance economic growth in their respective 
communities. For example, this year we assisted the City of Weed in securing a $2.4 million grant from the 
U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) to support transportation infrastructure improvement in 
the South Weed I-5 and Vista Drive interchange. The designated area in South Weed serves as a stop for 
freight haulers and travelers, providing gas, food, and lodging. 

Your support allows us to embrace opportunities 
that promote jobs and investment for the region. To 
learn more about our services and how you can 
work with us, call us at (530) 842-1638. 
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2017 UPDATE | CITY OF WEED EDA GRANT

This $2.4 million investment in infrastructure grant will 

help create 80 new jobs and is expected to have a 
$12 million impact on the local economy. 

YOUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TEAM

“Infrastructure improvement is vital to the economic development 
and community health of the City of Weed. This project will accelerate 

growth in the area by attracting new businesses and improving the 
accessibility for existing businesses in South Weed.” 

- Ron Stock, Weed City Manager “ ”



The Siskiyou SBDC provides high-quality, in-depth private business consulting and refers local businesses 
to appropriate capital resources. We also offer low-cost training events and workshops to help business 
owners strengthen their knowledge that they can apply immediately to their business plans. Whether 
starting a new business or running an existing business, we help guide them to a more prosperous future.
In this way, the Siskiyou SBDC enhances business services in Siskiyou.

SISKIYOU SMALL BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

To register as a client, visit siskiyoucounty.org/SBDC or call (530) 842-1638.

2017 UPDATE | SISKIYOU SBDC

The SBDC assisted 42 individual clients, provided 25 
of those clients with ongoing assistance, and leveraged 

$1.3 million in capital to help businesses in Siskiyou 

expand. 

http://siskiyoucounty.org/SBDC


Thanks to the leadership of county-wide lodging property owners and the Mt. Shasta Ski Park, the Siskiyou 
Tourism Improvement District made significant progress in 2017. The Discover Siskiyou marketing initiative 
continues to be a critical economic development strategy for improving the tourism sector in Siskiyou. In 
2017, the district launched a comprehensive marketing campaign as well as a new website designed 
specifically for industry stakeholders.  

DISCOVER SISKIYOU

Visit discoversiskiyou.com and industry.discoversiskiyou.com for more information. 

Marci Wenstad
General Manager, Best Western Plus Treehouse

Mt. Shasta, CA

Margaret Dean
Owner Hi-Lo Motel, Café, and RV Park

Weed, CA

Aman Dhillon
Dir. of Operations, Holiday Inn & Baymont Inn

Yreka, CA

Louie Dewey
Cave Springs, Vacation Rentals, Dunsmuir, CA & Mt. 

Shasta, CA

Darlene Mathis
Owner, McCloud Mercantile

McCloud, CA

Rita Manley-King
Owner, Big Foot Inn
Happy Camp, CA

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

“Discover Siskiyou entered the marketplace in 2017 with a variety 
of campaigns and initiatives to market this region as a destination. 

In addition, we released several new channels to improve 
communications with our stakeholders, including the Discover 

Siskiyou Industry website.” 
- Niki Brown, Program Manager, Siskiyou Economic Development “ ”

http://discoversiskiyou.com
http://industry.discoversiskiyou.com


In Siskiyou, we lead the region in rural Brownfield development. Since 
2011, we have leveraged  $40 million in private investment. Brownfield 
development has had an annual economic impact of 17 million in Siskiyou 
communities. Moreover, we have seen $99 investment in the local economy 
for every $1 invested in Brownfield redevelopment.  

SISKIYOU BROWNFIELDS

2017 UPDATE | SISKIYOU BROWNFIELDS

The Siskiyou Brownfields program received a 
$600,000 grant from the US EPA to provide 

brownfield inventory for the cities of Yreka and Weed, 

along with the County of Siskiyou. 



WEST COAST ELECTRIC HIGHWAY

Existing DCFC Stations

Planned DCFC Stations 

We plan and assist infrastructure construction for electric vehicle and alternative fueled 
vehicles. In 2018, there will be five charging stations in Siskiyou County. 

To learn more about how you can support public electric vehicle infrastructure visit 
siskiyoucounty.org/plugin-electric-vehicles-program

By 2030, there will 5 million electric vehicles on California’s 
roads. We are taking steps to embrace opportunities that will 
improve the overall health and wellness of our economy. 

Working with partners including the California Energy 
Commission, we continue to lead efforts to support regional 
infrastructure that will prepare us to accommodate the 
growing influx of electric vehicle owners traveling through 
Siskiyou County.  

http://siskiyoucounty.org/plugin-electric-vehicles-program


In 2017, we collaborated with business and community leaders to address concerns and 
brainstorm creative solutions to solve Siskiyou’s workforce challenges. We have heard 
loud and clear that businesses in Siskiyou need a thriving workforce. “Businesses in our 
communities have expressed concern over workforce development. The Siskiyou County 
Board of Supervisors has identified workforce development as a top community priority,” 
said Logan Smith, Senior Program Manager of the Siskiyou Economic Development 
Council. 

Through collaboration and strategic planning, we are working on several initiatives to 
address workforce development.

WORKFORCE FORECAST | 2017 - 2020

Net general population loss: 2.8%  
Net population loss age 20-65 : 18%  

To learn how you can support this work or to collaborate with us call (530) 842-1638.

DEVELOPING A SKILLED WORKFORCE



The Siskiyou EDC has a long-standing relationship with Aiello, Goodrich, and Teuscher 
(AGT) of Mt. Shasta, CA.  Every two years, we undergo a financial review conducted 
by MSP Certified Public Accountants of Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

OUR BUDGET

REVENUE EXPENSES

49%
34%
12%
2%
3%
100%

Grant Funded Programs.........
Partner Jurisdictions................
Fee for Services.......................
Private Investment....................
Misc. Income........................... 
Total.........................................

8%
5%
6%
27%
54%
100%

Operating...................................
Marketing Promotion Travel......
Admin/Professional Fees..........
Grant Funded Projects...............
Program Staff..............................
Total.............................................



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THANK YOU

President: Mark Klever, Yreka Director, College of the Siskiyous
Vice President: Eric Levesque, General Manager, Plant Sciences

Secretary: Dan Taylor, Region President, Scott Valley Bank
Treasurer: Kevin Charter, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones

Past President: Brian Cowley, Owner, D&L Cowley
Board Members:

Josephine Toms, Retired, Siskiyou Training & Employment
Dr. Stephen Schoonmaker, President, College of Siskiyous

Terry Barber, Administrator, County of Siskiyou
Brian Meek, Retired, City Manager

Kit Marshall, Owner-Operator, Etna Brewing Co., Etna & Yreka

Local Government Partners
City of Yreka

City of Mt. Shasta
City of Weed 

Siskiyou County

Support comes from our jurisdictions, federal and state partners, businesses and foundations. We 
are grateful for your ongoing support and look forward to your continued support and partnership 

in 2018.

Federal and State Partners
U.S. Department of Commerce, 

Economic Development Administration 
(EDA)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA)

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development (USDA)

U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA) 

California State University, Chico – 
Center for Economic Development 

(CED)
California Department of Toxic 

Substance Control (DTSC)

Corporate and Foundation 
Partners

AT&T 
The Ford Family Foundation

Federal Home Loan Bank, San 
Francisco 

U.S. Bank Foundation 
U.S. Bank, Yreka Branch

Redding Bank of Commerce

Siskiyou Economic Development | 1512 S. Oregon St. Yreka, CA 96097 | (530) 842-1638 

Town of Fort Jones

California Energy Commission 
(CEC)

Shasta College—Deputy Sector 
Navigators

Wells Fargo


