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TO OUR STAKEHOLDERS

BRIAN COWLEY TONYA DOWSE
President, SEDC

Owner, D&L Cowley
Executive Director, SEDC

Dear Stakeholders and Partners,

2016 was a year of marked growth and progress toward 
achieving the goals outlined in our five-year strategic 
plan. Our strategic plan was developed in partnership 
with our local jurisdictions and informs the work that we 
do on a day-to-day basis.

A few notable achievements include:

· Assisted the Tourism Improvement District in 
selecting a creative marketing agency that will promote 
Siskiyou County as a tourist destination 

· Launched the Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) to provide one-on-one counseling and direct 
support to small businesses

 
 
 

· Earned the Digital Economic Development 
University certification from California Association 
of Economic Developers (CALED) and Community 
Systems

· Recognized as a regional leader in Brownfield 
development showcasing our work at a national and 
regional level

· Expanded the quality of interactions with local 
business leaders demonstrated by a video and photo 
project featuring ten local businesses

Your support makes this important work possible. As we 
continue our work in the coming year, we continue to 
listen to the needs of the business continue to promote 
economic development in our region.

We look forward to working together to advance 
economic development for Siskiyou communities in 2017.
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Working with our partners we have developed a three-part strategy to fulfill our mission to facilitate business 
growth, retention, and attraction to promote community prosperity.

OUR MISSION

OUR STRATEGY

Our mission is to facilitate business growth, retention, and attraction to promote community prosperity. We ac-
complish our mission by developing strategies that will result in the constructive, balanced economic growth of 
our region.

Stay in touch with us!

3Annual Report 2016

BUILDING 

LEADERSHIP
PROVIDING BASIC SERVICES

CREATING 

COMPETITIVE
LOCATIONS

CONNECTING 

RESOURCES
IN SMALL COMMUNITIES



For every 
$1 invested  

by our funding partners, 
we have brought in 

in grants and revenue back to the  
communities across the county.

BY THE NUMBERS
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BUSINESSES CONTACTED ..................233 
BUSINESS CLIENTS SERVED ...............141
FUNDS LEVERAGED..... ...............

$4.8M
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As your “first source” for business development 
needs, we provide full-service, hands-on expertise, 
and decision-making data. We advocate for your 
community as a great place to do business. We build 
and foster collaborative partnerships to improve 
communities in Siskiyou County. Your support allows 
us to embrace opportunities that promote jobs and 
investment for the region.

In 2016, we continued to respond to major industry 
leads from the Governor’s Office for Business and 
Economic Development (GoBiz). We also continued to 
provide direct assistance to our businesses throughout 
the county—from small business to industry leaders. 
This year, we interacted with over two hundred 
businesses of all sizes.

 We continue to work closely with our jurisdiction 
partners to advance economic growth in their 
communities. This year, we assisted the City of Weed 
in securing a $2.4 million grant from the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) for infrastructure 
improvement that will spur new businesses 
development within the city.

Finally, we hired a Communications Manager 
and implemented a communications strategy which 
promotes Siskiyou County as a great place to do 
business. The strategy features quarterly reports, 
promoting Siskiyou communities via social media, and 
providing frequent updates to our jurisdiction partners.

To learn more about our services please visit our 
website www.siskiyoucounty.org or contact us at (530) 
842-1638.

BASIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
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Your ROI

“ “Campora Propane appreciated  
the Siskiyou Economic Development 
Council in facilitating a conversation 

with the City of Yreka.  
It opened a conversation between  
us and the city and our project is 

moving forward.

Randy McCoy 
CAMPORA PROPANE
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Siskiyou Small Business  
Development Center

In 2016, the Siskiyou EDC leveraged resources to 
acquire the Small Business Development Center. The 
SBDC fulfills the Siskiyou EDC’s goal to help more 
businesses grow and prosper.

This resource is provided by the Siskiyou Eco-
nomic Development Council in partnership with the 
Northeastern California Small Business Development 
Center at the CSU, Chico Research Foundation.  

“The SBDC will provide high-quality, in-depth 
private business consulting, guide and refer local 
businesses to appropriate capital resources, and 
eventually develop training seminars for existing 
and start-up businesses in the County. The SBDC 
will enhance business services for Siskiyou Coun-
ty,” said SEDC Executive Director, Tonya Dowse. 

Since 2003, the Northeastern California SBDC and 
CSU Chico has helped over 26,000 small business-
es in the 23-county Northeastern California region; 
providing assistance through management advice 
and technical training to the potential, fledgling or 
well-established small business owners at little to no 
cost.

The Small Business Development Center operates 
at the Siskiyou Economic Development Council office 
located at 1512 S. Oregon Street, Yreka, CA. 96097. 

To register as a client, visit siskiyoucounty.org/
SBDC or call (530) 842-1638. 

BASIC SERVICES

SISKIYOU ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Providing high quality  
private business consulting  

for small businesses  
in Siskiyou County“

“
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Thanks to the leadership of the lodging property own-
ers and the Mt. Shasta Ski Park, the Tourism Improvement 
District (TID) made significant progress in 2016. The TID is a 
key economic strategy for improving the tourism sector in 
Siskiyou County.

In the spring, the management committee selected a 
creative marketing agency, Augustine Ideas of Sacramento, 
California to implement a county-wide tourism marketing 
promotion strategy for Siskiyou communities. To help 
form their approach to marketing the offerings of each 
community, Augustine Ideas visited the area in the summer.

In the fall, Augustine Ideas in collaboration with Des-
tination Analysts, conducted a tourism marketing sur-
vey to better understand the tourism target market. They 
received over 600 survey responses. Augustine Ideas used 
this information to inform the marketing strategy. In Octo-
ber, the Management Committee selected a brand that 
will set Siskiyou County apart as a visitor destination.

The management committee is committed and excit-
ed to move things along and looking forward to website 
recommendations and marketing strategies in 2017. “The 
management committee has been working diligently 
over the past year to provide professional services that 
will ensure a successful and efficient organization,” said 
Niki Brown, Program Manager at the Siskiyou EDC.

To learn more about the TID visit SiskiyouTID.com.

TOURISM IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

President - Jason Young 
Mt. Shasta Ski Park | Mt. Shasta, CA

Treasurer - Margaret Dean
Hi-Lo Motel | Weed, CA

Secretary - Marci Wenstad
Best Western Mt. Shasta Tree House 

Mt. Shasta, CA

Aman Dhillon
Holiday Inn & Baymont Inn | Yreka, CA

Darlene Mathis
McCloud Mercantile | McCloud, CA

Louie Dewey
Cave Springs Resort, Cabins, Motel,  

& Vacation Rentals | Dunsmuir, California

The District is estimated  
to leverage  

$2.5 Million  
over five years

TBID MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

“
“



SISKIYOU BROWNFIELDS
The Brownfields program identifies and eliminates 

barriers to development so property can be recycled 
and redeveloped. 

The Mt. Shasta Landing, a 127-acre property, 
received a $240,000 cleanup award in April 2016 from 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(US EPA). “This allowed for a second “large-scale” 
cleanup,” said Logan Smith, Senior Program Manager. 

The goal of this project is to bring this old industrial 
site back into use, preserve Greenfields, recycle existing 
infrastructure and create competitive locations for 
business in the City of Mt. Shasta. In partnership with 
the City of Mt. Shasta we have managed six brownfield 
grants from the US EPA and the State of California 
(DTSC) totaling more than $1.5 million in environmental 
assessment and cleanup funding for the Mt. Shasta 
Landing.  

2016 marks a 20-year capstone completion of 
assessing the Landing’s water and soil condition. 
2016 also marks a 30-year hiatus from economic 
activity on the site since closure of the mill in 1985. 

For more reports, plans, and educational material 
on The Landing visit: www.thelandingmtshasta.com. 

WEST COAST ELECTRIC HIGHWAY
Connecting a five-county region to the West 

Coast Electric Highway and continue to plan and 
assist infrastructure construction for electric vehicle 
and alternative fueled vehicles. In 2017, there will be 
five charging stations constructed in Siskiyou County. 
Working with partners including the California Energy 
Commission. We continue to lead efforts to apply 
for opportunities to support regional infrastructure, 
education, and awareness on this important investment. 
This will prepare us to accommodate the growing influx 
of electric vehicle owners traveling through Siskiyou 
County.

To learn more about how you can support public 
electric vehicle infrastructure visit siskiyoucounty.org/
PEV.

CREATING COMPETITIVE LOCATIONS
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SISKIYOU COUNTY
BROWNFIELDS

WEST COAST
ELECTRIC HWY

$2.7M will bring 
charging stations to Yreka, 

Weed, Mt. Shasta,  
and Dunsmuir by 2018.

Creating competitive locations means leveraging resources to create “shovel-ready” real estate, identifying 
and promoting marketable sites, and developing infrastructure. We accomplish this through projects like the 
Siskiyou Brownfields program and enhancing infrastructure to accommodate electric and alternative fuel vehicles.



Through this initiative we seek to provide economic 
development expertise and coordinate with partners to 
bring resources to outlying areas. We accomplish this 
through providing assistance and facilitating activities 
such as the Siskiyou Downtown Revitalization Group 
and partnering with nonprofit organizations.

Building Vibrant Downtown Communities
First Impressions is a program for community 

improvement. The purpose of the program is to 
help communities learn about existing strengths and 
challenges as seen through the eyes the first time 
visitor. Communities that participated included the City 
of Dunsmuir, City of Etna, Town of Fort Jones, Happy 
Camp, City of Mt. Shasta, City of Weed, and the City of 
Yreka. 

With support from the Ford Family Foundation 
the Siskiyou Downtown Revitalization Group hosted 
workshops in the spring and the fall to provide 
a platform to share ideas and implement the 
recommendations. We look forward to working with 
this group in 2017 to further efforts of building vibrant 
downtowns.

For more information, contact Bethany Mueller, 
Communications Manager at Bethany@siskiyoucounty.
org. 

Promoting a business-friendly 
environment in Mt. Shasta

Mt. Shasta Open for Business is a coalition of 
residents and business owners committed to creating a 
vibrant, business-friendly environment in the city of Mt. 
Shasta.

Mt. Shasta Open for Business is committed to the 
economic vitality of our City to allow future generations 
an opportunity to live and enjoy this wonderful place we 
call home. 

Visit www.msopenforbusiness.org or email 
msopenforbusiness@gmail.com for more information.

CONNECTING SMALL COMMUNITIES
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The Siskiyou EDC has a long-standing relationship with Aiello, Goodrich, and Teuscher (AGT) of Mt. Shasta, 
CA. Every two years, we undergo a financial review. The financial review is conducted by MSP Certified Public 
Accountants of Klamath Falls, Oregon.

OUR BUDGET
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• Fee for Services   • Private Investment• Grant Funded Programs     
• Partner Jurisdictions

Income

$571,558
Total Income

• Operating   • Marketing/Promotion/Travel• Admin/Professional Fees  • Grant Funded Projects• Program Staff

Expense

$573,474
Total Expense



Support comes from our jurisdictions, federal and state partners, businesses and foundations. We are grateful 
for your ongoing support and look forward to your continued partnership in 2017.

Local Government Partners
Town of Fort Jones
City of Mt. Shasta
County of Siskiyou 
City of Weed 
City of Yreka
County of Siskiyou

Federal and State Partners
U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development (USDA)
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 
California State University, Chico – Center for Economic Development (CED)
California Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC)
California Energy Commission (CEC)

Foundation Partners
The Ford Family Foundation 
U.S. Bank Foundation

Private Investors 
AT & T 
Pacific Power

THANK YOU 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BRIAN COWLEY PRESIDENT

DAN TAYLOR TREASURER

TERRY BARBER

SCOTTY THOMASON

MARK KLEVER VICE PRESIDENT

BRIAN MEEK PAST PRESIDENT

KEVIN CHARTER

JOSEPHINE TOMS

ERIC LEVESQUE SECRETARY

ANDY AGUILERA

MARK STENSAAS

Owner of D&L Cowley

Regional President of Scott Valley Bank

Siskiyou County Administrator

President of College of the Siskiyous

President of 2Klever Consulting

City Manager of Yreka [Retired]

Financial Advisor at Edward Jones

Business Services at Siskiyou Training & Employment

General Manager of Plant Sciences

Owner of Mt. Shasta Ski Park

Owner of The Weed Store

Stay in touch with us!

Siskiyou Economic Development Council
1512 S. Oregon St.

Yreka, CA 96097

530.842.1638
www.siskiyoucounty.org


